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From the beginning of time God has had a plan of redemption
for this planet and all of its people. As a Christian you have the
privilege and responsibility of working with Him. God has a plan
for you! It is not an accident that you were born at this point in
time. You have a destiny that you may or may not fulfill—the
choice is yours.
This seminar is designed to reveal God’s eternal purposes for
mankind and to challenge you toward participation with Him in
that plan. If you are willing and committed, you can impact
eternity.
There are many different ways that this seminar can be studied
or taught. You can work through the materials on your own or
with a group of other people. If you are interested in teaching
this seminar, there is a leader’s guide included at the end of this
course to help you.
Now, if you are ready to begin, pray Dear Lord, I do want to
know Your eternal plan. Open my mind to understand Your
truths and my eyes to see what You are doing. Open my heart
to care about the things that You care about. Amen.
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God's Eternal Plan
From the beginning to the end of the Bible, God reveals His
plan. In Genesis, the first book of the Bible, we learn of the
creation of the earth and all that it contains—how God created
mankind to walk with Him and have fellowship. We also learn
how man disobeyed God and sinned against Him. We read the
story of how man’s sin and wickedness brought on a near-total
destruction of the human race. From the one righteous family
that survived came a man named Abram. To this man God
revealed His eternal plan.

A. The Plan Revealed to Abraham
Genesis 12:1–4a:
“The Lord had said to Abram,
‘Leave your country, your peoThe
ple and your father’s household
Plan
and go to the land I will show
you. I will make you into a great
nation and I will bless you; I will
make your name great, and you
will be a blessing. I will bless
those who bless you, and whoever curses you I
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.’ So Abram left, as the Lord
had told him. …”
1. What did God command Abram to do?
2. What were the actual blessings promised to Abram?
3. What was the purpose for blessing Abram?
4. How did Abram obey God?
God later repeats the blessing and purpose to Abraham and
goes so far as to declare its strength with an oath (Genesis
22:15-18). Interestingly, He again repeats this promise and purI
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pose to Abraham’s son, Isaac (Genesis 26:3-5). And yet again,
God proclaims the promise and purposes to Abraham’s grandson, Jacob (Genesis 28:12-15).
By repeating Himself, God
emphasizes the importance of
the message and
shows that it is His
plan for each generation.

“God’s Blessings”

God commanded
Abraham to do something. God promised
blessings to Abraham
and then told him the
purpose for that command
and blessing: that all peoples
on earth would also be blessed. Then Abraham obeyed.

B. The Command of God
God gave Abram a vision of another country, a greater kingdom, and told him to go to this land that would be shown to
him. To do this would mean leaving his home and everything
that was familiar for the promise of something he had never
seen. But this call was for a bigger, eternal purpose.
Of course God loved Abram very much. God created him. He
did not ask Abram to do something harmful or bad. Since the
Lord sees and understands everything, He knew what was the
very best thing for Abram and for mankind. Abram was willing
to trust God and obey Him. We also must trust God. When the
Lord tells us to do something, we can be assured that it is for
our good. God is good—all the time.
To separate yourself for God is actually the definition of the
2
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word “holy.” When you became a Christian, you asked God to
forgive your sins against Him and gave your life to Him. At this
point you separated from sin and selfish pursuits;
you became holy unto the Lord. Does He then
have the right to use your life as He pleases
since you have given it to Him?
Can your Lord go a step further and ask you to
separate yourself, even from things that are
not sinful or selfish, to further His purposes
in your life and His eternal plan (as He did to
Abram)?
What God asks us to do, He will enable us to do. Our King has
an eternal purpose—a plan for the entire world. He showed
Abram his part in that plan. He also has a specific part for you.
God loves you very much and does have a wonderful plan for
your life. God has a unique plan for every person.
If you can, pray: Dear God, thank You that You love me and that
I can trust that You are causing things to work out for my best
interest even if I don’t understand how. I do want to be a part of
Your eternal plan. I separate myself from sin, selfish pursuits
and anything else that keeps me from Your desires. Show me
the vision that You have for my life. Amen.

C. The Blessing
The Lord told Abram that He would
make him a great nation, bless him
and use him to bless all the
nations of the world. Can you
begin to imagine how crazy it must
have sounded when a 90-year-old,
childless Abram told his relatives
this promise as he was leaving
them? How could he possibly
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establish a nation when he had no children? How could he and
his wife possibly have children at their age?
Yet God told Abram that his descendants would be as
numerous as the sand and stars, and he
believed. God even changed Abram’s name to
God
Abraham, which meant “father of a multitude.”
People may have laughed at him then, but he
had a vision; he had faith in God.
Personal
Relationship
God blessed Abraham by giving him a
personal relationship with Himself. He said, “I
will be your God.” He forgave Abraham’s sin
and “justified him by faith.” Abraham demonstrated his faith through believing and obeying
God consistently.
In Genesis 22:18a, God declares to Abraham,
“… through your offspring [seed] all nations on
earth will be blessed.” Through one of Abraham’s
descendants, our sins could be forgiven and
mankind could again have relationship with God. Later, in the
book of Galatians (3:16), Paul reveals to us that this promised
seed of Abraham is Christ Jesus! Jesus is the fulfillment of
God’s plan that was made known in
Genesis.
History has proven that
Abraham’s physical family did
grow to become great
nations, but his primary
legacy was not the nation
of Israel (or even that of his
other sons). The Bible says
clearly that Abraham is the
father of all who believe
(Galatians 3:7). So we are
Abraham's Family Portrait his primary legacy! The
4
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“great nation” that God promised to Abraham now numbers
more than 2 billion Christians, and all of us are heirs to those
promises made so many years ago.
Personal reflection: Think about why Jesus is the greatest
blessing to mankind.
While the primary act of God’s love toward us was sending
Jesus, He also blesses us with fullness of life here on earth. As
Christians, we know that all good things come from God. There
are many, many other forms of blessing we may have on earth:
adequate food, clothing, shelter and even air. God has given
each of us certain talents, abilities, spiritual gifts, opportunities
and time. We may have some manner of good relationships,
health, work and material possessions. Spiritually we can be
blessed with things like peace and joy. God is good.
Action point: Write out a list, draw a picture, write a poem or a
song on the blessings that God has already given to you. Pray a
prayer to express your gratitude for all He has done for you.

D. The Purpose of the Blessings
Why did God bless Abraham and why
does He bless us? God ended the
“God’s Blessings” dialogue in Genesis 12 by telling
Abraham the purpose of the promised
blessings:
“All peoples on earth will be blessed through
you.”
While it is part of God’s very nature to
bless, it also is His hope that we will join
in with His eternal plan. That plan is to
bring the message of Jesus Christ to all
of the nations of the world.
I
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Action point: Pray and ask
God to reveal His purposes to you. Next, write
out the following
Scriptures:
Psalm 67:2, 7
Isaiah 49:6
Daniel 7:14
Romans 1:5
Romans 16:25-27
I John 2:1-2
Revelations 5:9

Look at this diagram of
the Holy Land. The
Sea of Galilee, at the
top, is teeming with
life that supports the
entire region and
beyond with food.
Now look at the
Dead Sea at the
bottom. It is much
larger, yet it produces no fish.
What is the
major difference
between
them?

God’s desire to bless all
the nations of the world is
certainly not a minor part
of His Word. When God
Answer: The Sea of Galilee
receives water from various
repeats something, it’s important!
as does the Dead Sea,
Consider that there are hundreds of sources
yet the Sea of Galilee gives away
Scriptures from nearly every book in much of its water via the Jordan
the Bible referring to His heart for all River. The Dead Sea tries to
all the water it receives and
nations to know Him! It is actually a keep
gets bigger–yet it is dead.
very consistent theme throughout
His word. There are a variety of terms you can investigate: “all
nations” (or “every nation”), “all peoples” (or “every people”), “all
mankind,” “all creation,” “all the ends of the earth,” “every creature,” “every knee,” “every tongue,” “every tribe,” “every language,” “all of the Gentiles,” “the whole world.” See Appendix A:
“All Nations” Verse List.
Pray: Lord, I ask You to give me a heart for all the different peoples of the world, especially where You are yet unknown.
Expand my vision. Bless me abundantly so that I might be a
blessing to those who do not know Jesus. Guard my heart
against the evil of greed. Help me to please You in all that I do.
I want to be found faithful. Amen.
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E. Obedience to God
“So Abram left, as the Lord had told him. ...”
Abram had a choice to obey God or not. When God told him to
“leave,” Abram did so. Through all situations, God is working to
lead men toward His eternal purposes. However, man has free
will and can choose to obey God or not.

s

Activity: Think about the following questions and write in three
answers for each.
bst a c l e
O

2. What things might keep
us from obeying?
1
2
3
Benefits

?

?

? ??

??

?

1. Why should we
obey God and bless
the nations?
1

3. What are the personal
benefits of obeying?
1

2

2

3

3
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1. Why should we obey God and bless the
nations?

The highest and most noble reason for obeying
God is because you love Him and want to bring
Him joy and not pain. Another is to thank Him
for what He saved us from when we asked Him
to be our Lord.
God is like a good father who has adopted us into
His family and gives to us generously. He does not
force us to work in this family’s business, but it
would please Him if we did.

bst a c l e
O

s

2. What things might keep
us from obeying?
[Jesus said,] “Why do you
call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and
do not do what I say?”
(Luke 6:46)

Many things can distract
you from doing what the Lord asks of you. Jesus explained in
His story of the sower and the seed (Matthew 13:3-23) that the
word of God could be choked out by the worries of the world,
love of riches, shallowness or the desire for instant fulfillment.
We also can be so hard and uncaring that His word is taken
from us by the evil one before it even enters our heart.
There are so many things that can block God’s purposes for
your life if you let them. You can be hindered by the opinions
and desires of others for your life. Your own insecurities, doubts,
selfishness or lack of faith may keep God’s plan for you from
being fulfilled.

8
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3. What are the personal benefits of obeying?
When we obey and
Benefits
bless others, more
blessing comes to us.
Blessings! Blessings! Blessings! Blessings!
The Bible says that it
Blessings! Blessings! Blessings! Blessings!
is more blessed to
Blessings! Blessings! Blessings! Blessings!
give than to receive.
It also says that those
who are faithful with the little that they are given will be given
more. When we obey God, we will have more fulfillment. We
were made for a purpose, so there is an emptiness or longing
when we do not do it. And finally in heaven, the eternal city of
God, those who are faithful will not only receive the approval of
our Father when He says, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” but they also will receive a greater reward.
Action point: Refer back to the list, drawing, poem or song that
you made on the ways that God has blessed you. Are you
reflecting God’s nature by blessing others with what you have
been given? While it is much easier to bless those of your own
nation, can you think of ways that you might use what you have
to bless other nations to know Jesus Christ?
Pray: Dear God, I know that it is Your desire that all nations
know You, and I want to work with You. Help me to know how to
do that. Give me the courage and determination to obey You.
Please guard me from the temptations that distract me from
Your plan. I do want to impact eternity. Amen.
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Last Words
Take a moment and think about your family
and your friends. If you knew for sure that
when you see them next that it would be the
very last time on this earth, what would you
say to them? What are the words that you
would leave with them?
While the actual words that each of us might say
would be different, we would all want our words to be meaningful. We would say things that were important to us.
More than 2,000 years ago, God Himself came to earth in
human form. He had family and friends. After He was crucified,
buried and rose from the dead, He spent time with them
knowing full well that He was about to leave Earth and ascend
into heaven. What were those final words that Jesus Christ
spoke to them and to all of us who have followed Christ? Could
we agree that they would be words that are very meaningful
and important? These are the last spoken desires that our Lord,
Jesus Christ, spoke to His disciples and to us:
According to Mark, Jesus said, “Go into all the world and
preach the good news to all creation.” (Mark 16:15)
The apostle Matthew recorded Jesus saying these words: “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. ...”
(Matthew 28:18-20)
And finally, in the book of Acts, Jesus said, “‘But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
1
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the ends of the earth.’ After he said this, he was taken up before
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.” (Acts 1:8,
9)

If you knew that you were going to leave forever,
you would make your last words count.
Jesus did.
Jesus’ last words are often referred to as the “Great Commission.” They are actually repeating God’s eternal purpose that
was revealed first to Abraham and continues throughout the
Bible—the purpose of bringing the blessing of the good news
about Jesus Christ to all the nations of the world. So, we could
call this the “Great Re-commission.”

ethne = ethnic groups
In the modern translations of the New
Testament, the word
“nations” comes from the
Greek word “ethne,” which
means ethnic groups—not
political nations or countries. The Great
Commission could be
written, “Go and make
disciples of all ethnic groups.”
There are thousands of distinct ethnic groups in the world today.
It is God’s heart that every ethnic group has the opportunity to
know Him.
It has been nearly 2,000 years since Jesus Christ commanded
us to GO into the entire world and take His good news to all
ethnic groups. Have we done this?
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A. Where we are at today
If we were to use 10 people to represent the world’s population,
the state of Christianity would look something like this:

ONE person (10%) would be a Christian who cares
about Christ’s last words.

TWO people (20%) might call
themselves Christians, but their
obedience to Jesus is doubtful.

FOUR people (40%) have
some access to the
gospel, but they have not
yet responded.

The last THREE people (30%)
have virtually no access
to the gospel.
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70%

30%

Most of the world’s population
(70%) have the opportunity to
hear about Jesus and some
have responded to the gospel
message.

Close to one-third of the
world’s population (30%) have
virtually no access to the
gospel message. This includes
thousands of ethnic people
groups whose combined
population is about 1.65 billion.

When God told us to go and make disciples all of the “ethne,” or
ethnic people groups, He was giving us a good strategy. Each
ethnic group is unique, and each church begun among them will
be also. Cultural identity is often based on things like language,
birthplace, family heritage, social levels, occupation and education. An effective way for God’s blessing to spread among a
specific ethnic group is to begin a church among it that can
evangelize others and disciple them.
To what ethnic people group do you belong? How many people
from different ethnic groups do you know personally? What are
some of the things that make them different from you? Do they
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speak or dress differently or eat other foods? Examine what
your attitude is toward people who are different from you. Does
this attitude reflect God’s heart?
Action point: Learning about other cultures happens best
through experience, not just reading books or magazines. Look
around you where you live, work, play, shop and eat. What
opportunities do you have to meet people from other cultures?
Make an effort to reach out in friendship to those who are not
from your own ethnic group.
If we look closely at the division of
the world’s population given
earlier, we see that there are
seven non-Christians for every
committed Christian to
evangelize (because we
can’t rely on the nominal
Christians). This means
that if every committed
Christian leads seven
non-Christians to the Lord, we could finish the task of
world evangelization!
But wait a minute. On further thought, why is it not so simple?
Each committed Christian might be able to find four unbelievers
in his or her own ethnic group and lead them to the Lord. But it
will be much harder to share the gospel effectively with three
unbelievers who are in other ethnic people groups. There are
many barriers to be crossed for this to happen.
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B. Barriers to the Unreached Peoples knowing
Jesus

B ar r i e r s

The unreached are
unreached for a reason. Do
you wonder, in these
modern times of
computers and
jets, why it is that
30 percent of the
people on earth
still do not know
who Jesus Christ
is? How could it be that a drink called Coca-Cola could make it
into the lives of nearly every people group on earth in less than
100 years when the gospel has not done so in as many as
2,000 years?
Some of the answers are obvious and some are not. Some of
these peoples live in very remote and rugged lands, or they
only speak their unique languages and have no Scripture or
evangelistic materials available. Many countries lack religious
freedom; their people are forbidden by law (sometimes under
the penalty of execution) to change religious beliefs. And of
course, as in any culture, there can be suspicion toward new
ideas, different beliefs or change of any nature.
There are other reasons why the unreached do not have
churches. Some have nothing to do with the unreached people
or their political situation but have a lot to do with us—the 10
percent committed Christian population. Christian disinterest
could very well be the greatest hindrance to the gospel. Perhaps it was this type of disinterest that stirred Jesus to violently
overturn the tables of the sellers and money-changers inside
the temple in Jerusalem and say, “Is it not written, ‘My house
will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have
made it a den of robbers.” (Mark 11:17)
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Disinterest is probably the biggest reason why many churches
no longer pray for the needs of all the nations. We rob God by
not blessing the nations with what He gives to us. Lack of
prayer and a lack of giving by believers are hindrances to the
spread of the gospel.
Jesus said that the harvest is plentiful but the workers are few
(Matthew 9:37). A lack of Christian workers to go and share the
good news with the unreached is a great problem. The overwhelming majority of Christians became followers of Jesus
because someone told them that God loved them so much that
He sent His only Son to earth to take the punishment for their
sins. People telling people is God’s plan.

Some barriers:
Geographically remote
Unique languages
No Scriptures
No evangelistic materials
Lack religious freedom
Governmental prohibition
Suspicion
Christian apathy
Lack of prayer
Lack of giving
Lack of Christian workers

1
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C. The Great Imbalance

2%

98%

98% of Christian
Missionary Workers

2% of Christian Missionary
Workers

98% of World Missions
Money

2% of World Missions
Money

While the greatest need is for Christian workers to cross cultural
barriers to share the gospel among the unreached peoples,
only 2 percent of the Christian missionary workers go to the
unreached peoples. Nearly all of them—98 percent—go to the
reached peoples.
Unfortunately, funding for the work of spreading the gospel is
spent in the same amounts. Only 2 percent of all money given
to world missions goes to work among the unreached, while 98
percent is spent on those who already have a church nearby.
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Is it fair that we hear the gospel over and over and over
while billions of people have never even heard it once?
Personal reflection: Jesus spoke His last words on earth and
challenged His disciples to go and preach the good news.
Those who heard His command obeyed it. They told other people. People have continued to do this throughout the last 2,000
years. Someone told you, and now you are a believer. Have you
ever told anyone else about Christ and what He has done for
you? Have you ever invited someone to an evangelistic
meeting? Have you ever prayed for or given to world mission
efforts?
Pray: Dear Lord, I want to obey your last words—the command
to disciple all nations. Please remove the barriers that keep the
ends of the earth from knowing you. Send more resources and
people so that the good news may be preached to the unreached. Establish your church throughout the world. Amen.

D. The Gap and Your Response
God is looking for
people who wil
“... stand before me in
the gap on behalf of
the land. ...” (Ezekiel
22:30)
There is a large “gap”
between where the
Christian Church
today exists and God’s
desire that His kingdom be established in
ALL the Earth. The gap is real; it is made up of thousands of
unreached people groups and no one sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ with them.
1
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Whenever a people group is reached (that is, a strong church
takes root that can evangelize the remaining members of the
group without outside help), the gap shrinks a little bit. The
Great Commission of Jesus is a command to bridge this gap.
There are still many who have not heard the gospel message of
God’s love for them. The only way that they will hear is for His
followers to stand in the gap and work to tell them.
Christians respond differently to the gap. Although we all came
from there at some point in time, some Christians quickly forget
that the gap exists. Others ignore it to satisfy their own desires.
There are still others who are keenly aware of the gap and care
very deeply about it, because they know that God does.
Committed Christians care about the unreached because God
cares. They study His word. They study world events. They pray.
They act.
Personal reflection: Do I understand God’s heart for all nations
to know Him? Am I willing to join in with God and other committed Christians in reaching people with the gospel?
There is much work for us to do, but we will reach the remaining
unreached people groups. It is foretold in a scene of heaven
described in the last book
in the Bible:
“After this I looked and
there before me was a
great multitude that no one
could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and
language, standing before
the throne and in front of
the Lamb. They were
wearing white robes and
were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation
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belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’”
(Revelation 7:9, 10)
In this scene, members of all the people groups of the world are
worshiping before the throne of God. This is the purpose of
world missions: that all peoples on earth be brought to God
through Jesus Christ and worship Him.
If you have a globe or world map, take it out, look over it and
pray: Dear Lord, Thank You for making me aware of the global
need to disciple the unreached people groups. Please awaken
Your concern for the lost in my heart. Help me to care more
deeply about the things You care about. Give me the courage to
take action and be a part of Your global purposes. I do want to
make a difference. In Jesus’ name and by His grace, amen.
Action point: If you are ready to impact the unreached peoples,
join with thousands of others who have made the following
pledge.* Sign it and either hang it in a place in your home or
tape it inside the cover of your Bible to remind yourself of this
commitment.

* Adaptation of the pledge from the International Student
Consultation on Frontier Missions, Edinburgh, Scotland,
November 1980.
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Sheep Island Strategy

“In a dream I found myself on an island—Sheep Island. Across
the island sheep were scattered and lost. Soon I learned that a
forest fire was sweeping across from the opposite side. It
seemed that all were doomed to destruction unless there was
some way of escape. Although there were many unofficial
maps, I had a copy of the official map. I discovered that, indeed,
there was a bridge to the mainland—a narrow bridge built, it
was said, at incredible cost.
“My job, I was told, would be to get the sheep across the bridge.
I discovered many shepherds herding the sheep who were
found and seeking to corral those who were within easy access
of the bridge. But most of the sheep were far off and the
shepherds seeking them were few. The sheep near the fire
knew they were in trouble and were frightened; those at a disI
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tance were peacefully grazing, enjoying life.
“I noticed two shepherds near the bridge whispering to one
another and laughing. I moved near them to hear the cause of
such joy in such a dismal setting. ‘Perhaps the chasm is narrow
somewhere, and at least the strong sheep have an opportunity
to save themselves,’ said one. ‘Maybe the current is gentle and
the stream shallow. Then the courageous, at least, can make it
across.’ The other responded, ‘That may well be. In fact,
wouldn’t it be great if this proves to be no island at all? Perhaps
it is just a peninsula and great multitudes of sheep are already
safe. Surely the owner would have provided some alternative
route.’ And so they relaxed and went about other business.
“In my mind I began to ponder their theories: Why would the
owner have gone to such great expense to build a bridge, especially since it is a narrow bridge, and many of the sheep refuse
to cross it even when they find it? In fact, if there is a better way
by which many will be saved more easily, building the bridge is
a terrible blunder. And if this isn’t an island after all, what is to
keep the fire from sweeping right across into the mainland and
destroying everything? As I pondered these things I heard a
quiet voice behind me saying, ‘There is a better reason than the
logic of it, my friend. Logic alone could lead you either way.
Look at your map.’
“There on the map, by the bridge, I saw a quotation from the
first under-shepherd, Peter: ‘For neither is there salvation in any
other, for there is no other way from the island to the mainland
whereby a sheep may be saved.’ And then I discerned, carved
on the old rugged bridge itself, ‘I am the bridge. No sheep
escapes to safety but by me.’”
[“Sheep Island,” used by permission, McQuilkin, Robertson; The
Great Omission, copyright 1984, Gabriel Resources OM
Literature, P.O. Box 1047, 129 Mobilization Road, Waynesboro,
GA 30830]
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Every day 50,000 people will die without ever
having had the opportunity to know Jesus
Christ. These are the “sheep” that live far from
the “bridge”; they are the world’s unreached
ethnic groups. To guide them to safety is an enormous task. We have the resources; we know the need, yet still
they wait.
Jesus said, “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and
loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the
open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?” (Luke
15:4)
Think about your own attitudes toward the unreached. Perhaps
you have been unaware of the great number of lost people in
the world. Maybe you were vaguely aware but have been too
preoccupied with your own life to do anything about it. Perhaps
you have wanted to get involved but did not know how. Or
maybe you are already doing something but would like to do
more. Consider now the possibility of getting involved with
taking the gospel to the unreached peoples.
Lord, You are the great Shepherd. You’ve clearly shown the
importance of leaving 99 sheep that are safely across the
bridge in order to rescue one that is in danger. Please fill me
with Your sense of urgency for those who are still far from Your
kingdom. Show me how You want me to be involved in guiding
them to eternal safety. Amen.

A. Commit to One Unreached Flock
There are thousands of unreached people groups in the world
today. You can join the effort to reach at least one of them: Help
to guide one flock to the bridge. Making a commitment to help
bring God’s kingdom to a particular people group has become a
widely known international strategy of “adopting” a people
group. It is much like the way that a natural family adopts a child
I

m

p

a

c

t

E

t

e

r

n

i

t

y

2

3

and commits to raise that child to
maturity. Any Christian or group of
Christians can adopt an unreached ethnic group. You can
adopt as a whole church, a group
within your church, a Bible study
group, a family, an individual, etc.

y

ption Agenc
o
d
A

Perhaps the strongest adoptions
are those where a whole church
commits together and works in
partnership with missions agencies until their selected people
group becomes reached.
Once you select a particular ethnic group, you can find out who
else is committed to the same group. Often there are individuals, church denominations and missions agencies partnering
together in a “people group alliance” that can help you find an
effective role. Working together, those who adopt a people
group will make sure that churches are started within the group
and that they have the Bible (the “official map”) in their own language. When there are movements of churches that can evangelize their own people without further help, the group is
considered “reached.”
If you do want to participate in God’s eternal plan to redeem
peoples from every ethnic group, start with an unreached one.
In the beginning, your
Prayer
major task will be prayer.
Research
You might do some
See
their land
research to get to
know your adopted
Advocate
people better or
Short-term volunteers
even go on a trip to
Career missionaries
see their land. You
Help others to go
might “advocate” by getting
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others to join in with your vision (your own church, prayer group,
university friends, family, etc.). You might personally sponsor or
raise funds to get more resources for your adopted people.
Some go as short-term volunteers, career missionaries or help
others to go.
From a great distance all the flocks may look alike. If there are
10,000 different unreached people groups that need you, how
do you even begin to select one?

B. Consider Adopting from one of the other World
Religions
1. ISLAM. Half of all of the individuals who are still unreached
are Muslims. Incredibly there are less than three Christian
missionaries for every 1 million of these people! The Muslim
people can be traced back to Abraham and are related to the
Christian faith. While they honor Jesus as a great prophet, they
do not believe that He is the Son of God who died on a cross
and rose from the dead. Muslims, like Christians, are sharing
their faith to win converts all over the world. They strongly prohibit their own people from changing religions and persecute
those who do. In several Islamic countries, people who convert
to other religions may be executed.
“Salaam! My name is Ahmed. I am a
‘Muslim,’ a member of the worldwide
community of Islam. From my earliest
memory, I have been taught from our
holy book, the Quran, the five things
that I must do to earn God’s favor. The
first is to recite our confession of faith:
There is no God but Allah and
Muhammad is his prophet. I must
pray five times a day at the right
time and in the right way. I must
make a journey to our holy city,
I

m

p

a

c

t

E

t

e

r

n

i

t

y

2

5

Mecca, in Saudi Arabia once in my lifetime. Every year I must
participate in ‘Ramadan’ which is four special weeks of fasting
and prayer. I must also give to the poor. If I do all of this then
Allah will be pleased. I hope that I can be good enough for
God.”
2. HINDUISM. The majority of Hindus reside in South Asia.
They worship millions of gods and their religion is keeping 13
percent of the entire world’s population in its darkness. There
are 2,700 different Hindu unreached people groups that need to
know Jesus Christ and be set free into His light.
“Hello, my name is Poona. All of my relatives and I practice the Hindu religion
which has millions of gods. My family
goes to the temples to say special
prayers and leaves offerings for the more
powerful gods: Brahma (the creator),
Vishnu (the protector) and Shiva (the
destroyer). We also have a large shrine
for various gods in our house so that
we can worship by offering food,
incense and prayers. When I die, depending on my actions in life, my soul
will be reborn into another human or animal body. I try to follow
our eternal law and worship the gods so that my next life will be
better. I wish that I could be free from this cycle of death.”
3. CHINESE FOLK RELIGION. One out of every five people
on this planet lives in China, a country of many different cultures. China was an ancient dynasty whose primary religions
were Taoism and Confucianism until the forceful arrival of western civilization in the early 1800s. After years of struggle,
communism gained control of China at the hand of its leader,
Mao Tse-tung.
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“Hello, my name is Ming Wah and I
am Chinese. I am taught from
the Little Red Book the sayings
of Mao Tse-tung at my school. I
understand that my country is
the greatest on earth, achieved
through our harmony and order.
We work hard for the good of all. I
am told that there is no God but I
secretly wonder if this is true.
When I ask questions, I am
punished—so I do not ask anymore. I must show more respect
to my elders and leaders.”

4. BUDDHISM. Spun off from Hinduism many centuries ago,
the heart of Buddhism landed in Tibet. Many of the practicing
Buddhists mix in elements of traditional Chinese religions. There
are generally very few converts from Buddhism to Christianity,
although South Korea has proven that it is possible; the largest
Christian churches in the world are now located there. Today
around 1,000 unreached Buddhist people groups remain.
“Hello, my name is Yuyen and I am a
Buddhist. I am told stories about the
great men we refer to as Buddha, or
“enlightened ones,” to learn more about
their noble truths and right teachings. I
do not believe that we have souls—only
bodies with feelings, ideas and thoughts. I
work to control those through meditation so that I will be calmer and
wiser. My family goes up to the
temple to leave offerings for
Buddha. Sometimes I wonder
if it makes any difference.”
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5. ANIMISM. A religion practiced by tribal peoples worldwide.
Animists believe spirits live in ordinary objects. There are
around 2,000 unreached tribes scattered all across the globe.
Many of the remaining unreached tribes live in hard-to-reach
places and speak unique languages. Fortunately, most have
proven to be interested in Christ, and many missionary efforts
are trying to reach them as a result.
“My name is Kimu. While some of the tribes move around as
nomadic peoples with herds of animals, my tribe stays in one area
where we plant gardens and raise
animals to sustain our families. Our
religion is as old as the earth. We
must please the good and evil spirits
that live in nature around us. If we
don’t, then bad things will happen. My daughter became
very ill because she drank
from the river during the
full moon. The witch doctor
helped me please the river
by offering some of my
daughter’s hair and saying certain words. My daughter is still
sick. I wish that I could find the great creator God that our
ancestors told us stories about, but I don’t know how.”

6. OTHER WORLD RELIGIONS. This “other” category lumps
together a wide variety of different religions and those who are
atheist or without a religious faith. The Jewish people, the Shintoists and the Sikhs would be a few of the more notable ones.
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C. Consider Adopting from one of the World’s
Geographic Regions

1. Middle East and North Africa: Across the great Sahara
desert to the fertile Nile river region and into the holy lands of
old, this area’s daily life is entwined with its ancient religions.
The Middle East is the birthplace of Islam, Judaism and
Christianity, which all claim Abraham as their “father.” Today,
nearly everyone here is a Muslim, although some in North
Africa ad-here to their traditional religions or to some mixture of
the two. Oil reserves and continued conflicts keep this area in
the center of world news.
2. Sub-Sahara Africa: A historically diverse and ancient land,
this area is where Christianity has grown and revival has
spread. There also are many “pockets” of tribes that follow the
animistic religion of their forefathers or the Islamic faith of the
traders who came through their lands. This incredibly beautiful
land rages with political unrest, extreme poverty and AIDS.
3. Americas: This land was pioneered in Christian religious fervor, and yet even today there are tribal peoples that still do not
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have a local church or the Bible in their own language. These
small tribes are separated from the gospel by rugged terrain,
unique languages and a suspicion gained from years of people
taking advantage of them.
4. Asia and Pacific: Asia is the most populated region of the
world. Every major religion resides here, and many were
founded here. It is home to the majority of all the unreached
people groups. It is a multitude of languages and cultures. It is
both ancient and modern. It is an extremely productive industrial
center and, yet, a place of poverty. The Pacific, in contrast, is
mostly a Christian region and an active missionary-sending
force with only a couple of unreached people groups left.
5. Eurasia: The region that was once the communist Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) has had more than 1,000
years of prior conquest, oppression and migration in its history.
It was ruled by the Persians and then the Greeks, Huns, Turks,
Arabs and Chinese who arrived along the trade route known as
the “Silk Road.” The Mongol empire also took in this region. By
the 19th century, Russia dominated. The Soviet Union fell apart,
and by 1991 the union’s “states” declared themselves to be independent countries.
6. Europe: This area is atheist, “post-Christian” and Islamic.
Europe has always been a region rich in cultures, not only from
its own historical peoples, but also from the many foreign immigrants arriving from Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Many of
these immigrants come from the least reached people groups.
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Activity: Read the statements in each box and guess which
region of the world they are about. Write the name of the region
on the line in each box.

“Where in the World?”
______________
Home to most of
the unreached
people groups in
the world.

_____________
The majority of
people are
Christians, and yet
there are still some
small unreached
tribes.

_____________
More than 90 percent of the people
living here are
Muslims.

Eurasia

Europe
Middle East and
North Africa
Americas

Asia and
Pacific

Sub-Sahara
Africa

_____________
Many immigrants
from unreached
ethnic groups
arrive bringing their
own religions into
this continent of
declining
Christianity.
I
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_____________
Animistic and
Muslim tribes, who
still do not know
Jesus, are scattered across this
land.

____________
A communist revolution attempted to
wipe out all religions in this vast
land.
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D. Decide Which People Group I Will Commit To
“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to
him.” (James 1:5)
There are a number of factors that can help narrow the field.
Meditate over the following areas:
1. Prayer: Prayer is not just a good idea; it is an essential first
step in determining your involvement in God’s plan. In your personal times of prayer and intercession, does God seem to regularly bring to mind a particular country, religious group or ethnic
group? Perhaps it would be good to stop right now and ask God
to guide you to select a particular unreached people to whom
you can make a difference.
Pray: Dear Jesus, thank You for allowing me to be a part of Your
work here on earth. I want all peoples to know You. I want to do
something to help. Lead me to find an unreached people group
and other committed Christians to work with. For Your glory,
Jesus, across the world, amen.
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2. Local connections: Is there an ethnic group in your community or nearby? Your workplace? Your school? Do you have
friends or know of missionaries who are already working in
another country or among a certain people group? Perhaps
your church has already committed to a group and you could
join in with their efforts.
3. Strategic preferences: You might consider adopting one of the
largest unreached people groups (with more than 1 million people in it) or one of the “overlooked ones” where few others are
helping.
4. Your personal interests: Do news items about a certain part of
the world, ethnic group or religion catch your interest? Have you
already traveled to other countries or regions where there might
be unreached peoples?
5. Historical, Political or Economic connections: Does your
nation have historic ties to another culture? For example, Brazil
was formerly a colony of the Portuguese and, therefore, shares
a common language with some of its other former colonies like
Mozambique or Angola. Perhaps your country has key political
or economic ties with a nation where others cannot easily
enter? For example, Egyptians can freely enter into Libya while
people from many other nations cannot.
6. Social considerations: Would you rather be involved in an
urban or rural setting? Among the wealthy or the poor? Is there
any specific type of on-the-field work you would like to do?
Pray: Father, I ask You to speak to me now. My understanding
of the world is limited and Yours is not. I ask You to help me
select the part of the world where You would like me to get involved—whether it is familiar to me or not. I am listening. Amen.
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Action point:

After praying and listening, write out:
1. The name of a world religion that may have come to mind:
_____________________________________
2. The name of a geographic area that may be in your
thoughts:
__________________________________________
3. Finally, write out the names of church or missions organizations that you could ask for information on how you can
work together to reach an unreached people group:
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

E. Get Involved
If we all join in and take a part of the
remaining task of world evangelism,
flocks of sheep from afar will be
crossing the bridge before we know
it. Our Great Shepherd
is “not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come
to repentance.” (2
Peter 3:9)
“For God so
loved the
world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
3
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not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
God desires that all of the people groups or “flocks” near and
far, will hear about Jesus, believe and repent, and experience
His forgiveness. He has chosen us and commanded us to go
and seek out the lost. Thousands of ethnic groups have never
had the opportunity to know Jesus Christ.
At this point, if you have narrowed down your search to a
particular geographic region or world religion, your next step is
to look into service opportunities for helping unreached people
groups from this region and/or religion. You may need to either
do some research at this stage through the Internet (if you have
access), a library, or write to several organizations for counsel
and options that they may suggest. Fill out the form on the next
page, and mail it in to the address at the bottom (or send in the
same information by e-mail for a quicker response).
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Your Name _______________
________________________
Address_________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
E-mail __________________
_______________________
Phone___________________
________________________
To Receive “Adoption Options” for
Unreached People Groups, please
check the blocks listed below in
which you have an interest. Mail this
coupon to the address at right ( or
notify us by e-mail and we will send
you some selection ideas). Please
remember to include your own contact information (name, church
name, address, phone, e-mail, etc.).

Name of the chuch you attend
________________________
________________________
________________________
MAIL THIS
INFORMATION TO:
Adopt-A-People
Clearinghouse
P.O. Box 28000
Chicago, IL 60628
USA

World Religions of interest:

E-mail:
aapc@xc.org
Telephone:
(708) 367-8513
Fax: (708) 367-8613

Islam
Hinduism
Chinese
Buddhism
Animism (Tribal)
Other Religions
Geographical Areas of interest:
Middle East & North Africa
Sub-Sahara Africa
Americas
Asia and Pacific
Eurasia
Europe
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The Kingdom of Light

Once upon a time there was a mighty king who set up the
Kingdom of Light. He was greatly loved by all of his people
because of his enormous sacrifice when he defeated their
enemy, Sin and Death, who had so greatly plagued the earth
with darkness. The people spent their days teaching and
sing-ing about the wonders of their king and serving one
another with friendship and love.
Then one day this beloved king announced that he was about to
leave on a long journey. He gathered his followers together and
challenged each one to work to extend his kingdom to every
nation on earth while he was gone. They were to go out and tell
everyone in every nation that Sin and Death were defeated and
invite the people to join the Kingdom of Light. The king gave
them his signet ring so that they could go in his name and
authority and do the work that he left them to do. He blessed
them all with gifts of time, talent and treasure. Then he left,
promising to return when they had completed this task and to
usher in a magnificent new kingdom, even better than the
present one.
A number of the king’s followers set out on the task immediately, using their gifts to bring many people of other nations into the
Kingdom of Light. However, some of the king’s followers were
so dazzled by the gifts that they selfishly kept them. Other folI
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lowers were afraid or lazy and did nothing. Some of the followers didn’t like the other nations they met and didn’t even want
them to be a part of the Kingdom of Light. Others believed he
would never return, and squandered their gifts foolishly.
Many years later, when the kingdom was extended to include
people from all over the world, the king gloriously returned, just
as he said he would. He separated his followers from those who
did not accept his invitation to join the Kingdom of Light. Those
who rejected him were cast into the dark fire pits forever. Then
his followers were called before his throne to account for how
they had used his gifts while he was away.
It was a day never to be repeated again in the history of the
kingdom. It was startling. To those who were originally given
more of the gifts, more results were required of them in return.
Those who did not use their gifts wisely wept with regret as
their gifts were taken away and given to others. Those who were
faithful with what they’d been given were given even more.
Those devoted to expanding the Kingdom of Light received
great rewards and authority in the new realm.
Once again, as they had before, the people spent their days
teaching and singing about the wonders of their king and
serving one another with friendship and love. The era of expansion was over.
The Kingdom of
Light was established forever.
“But you are a
chosen people, a
royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a
people belonging
to God, that you
may declare the
3
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praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful
light.” (1 Peter 2:9)
Personal reflection: As followers of Jesus, He wants each of us
to proclaim Him to the world around us. You are a part of that
chosen race, and God created you for a unique purpose and
destiny. Think about the three gifts that God has given to you:
time, talent and treasure. Have you ever used these to expand
His “Kingdom of Light” to those lost in the darkness? What are
ways that you could use them more in the future?

Time

Treasure

Talent

A. Our “Helper”—the Greatest Gift
Let’s go back in time to some of those last words that King
Jesus said before He left. While He commanded us to go into
the entire world to share the good news, He certainly did not
leave us helpless and alone to complete this daunting task. He
left us with another gift—a BIG gift.
“But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
Jesus sent us a “Helper,” the Holy Spirit
who will empower us. God promises us the
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help of the Holy Spirit to carry out His Great Commission and
promises that He will always be with us.
“… surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20)
We may often feel inadequate for the task—especially when
faced with 10,000 ethnic people groups that still do not have the
church established. But He is with us. We are not alone.
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do
not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God
will be with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
In Acts 1:8, Jesus mentions several arenas of involvement for
His witnesses: Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria AND the ends of the
earth. These can be related to a modern setting like this:

Jerusalem => your hometown or city where you currently live
Judea => your own culture or people group
Samaria => a nearby culture or people group that has tensions
with yours
Ends of the earth => anywhere Jesus is not yet known
(Romans 15:20)
Notice that Jesus did not say, “Cover all of Jerusalem first, then
take on Judea, next Samaria and finally, if you have time, go as
4
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far from here as you can and tell the people about Me.” Rather,
He intends for us to be involved in all four arenas at the same
time. You can extend God’s kingdom in your hometown and culture, within a nearby (but different) culture AND among the
world’s unreached peoples. Most of us have many opportunities
close to home for ministry, and that is good; however, we cannot
forget the neediest peoples—the unreached ones without a
church, without the opportunity to hear the gospel and often,
without a Bible.

B. Overcoming Personal Obstacles
When God appeared to Moses and called him, Moses came up
with many different excuses for not responding in obedience.
Fear and insecurity were obstacles in Moses’ mind to achieving
the purposes for which God had created him. But God
answered each one of Moses’ excuses and built up his faith—
not just once but many times. God was with Moses, gave him
au-thority and gave him partners with which to work.

You with God's
STRENGTH

You
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Activity: Match each biblical character with an obstacle that God
helped him or her overcome.
1. Sarah (Gen. 18:12-14)__

a. Rejection by a leader

2. Jonah (Jonah 1:1-3) __

b. Fear of what others think

3. David (I Samuel 17:33) __

c. Reluctance to obey

4. John Mark (Acts 15:37, 38) __

d. Fear, self-preservation

5. Gideon (Judges 6:27) __

e. Disbelief

6. Elijah (I Kings 19:2-3a)__

f. Youth

God is not limited by our weaknesses. In fact, He can receive
more glory through our weakness than through our strength. As
human beings, we tend to take credit for the things that we accomplish through our strengths. But when we reach the end of
our abilities and come face to face with our weaknesses, then
we depend on God to show Himself mightily. In fact, it is often in
those very times, when we feel most foolish and weak, that God
will do His greatest work through us!
“I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”
(Philippians 4:13)

C. Make a Difference
God has made you uniquely, for a unique purpose. The time,
talent and treasures that you have can be directed in some way
to affect the unreached.
Decide now how you will personally be involved in seeing God’s
kingdom established in an unreached people group. Maybe you
have already chosen a people group that you believe God is
calling you to help reach. If not, focus on doing so (see Module
4
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3 of this “Impact Eternity” seminar).
The following are just a few ways that you can participate in
reaching the unreached. You can expect God to give you other
new and creative ideas for involvement as well. Pray as you
consider these options, and allow God to show you His plan for
you. If your whole church is adopting an unreached people
group, commit to do all of these options and encourage every
church member to take a part.
1. Research and Prayer. Get to know your unreached people
through research. Start gathering information from libraries and
the Internet if you can. Become an “expert” on their culture, customs and beliefs. Pray on behalf of your people group regularly.
For several years Sunita studied and prayed for the
High Mountain Tibetans. She faithfully asked God
to send workers to start new churches among this
very unreached people group. Little did she
know what a key role she would have in this
prayer's answer. A friend of Sunita’s was
going on a trip to the Himalayas and sought a
Tibetan translator. Unable to find the contact
he had, he went on by himself. On the airplane, who should be seated next to him? The
very translator he’d looked for! God put him on
that plane! A friendship formed and it was discovered that the Tibetan man was a Christian.
When Sunita was later introduced to this man, she knew that he
would be an answer to her prayer—and he is. After taking a
training course that Sunita recommended, this Tibetan man
started a work among this group and a church is being established in these remote mountains. Buddhist peoples now know
Jesus because Sunita researched and prayed.
2. Giving. Give of your personal resources. The Bible says that
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also (Matthew
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6:21). The amount is not as significant as your commitment to
be directly involved. Look for specific needs that you can give
toward to help reach your adopted people group.
Kaji’s passion is to share the good news of Jesus
with those of his own Hindu people group. After
leading a few friends to the Lord, they would all
go out to neighboring villages to preach the
gospel. Sometimes Kaji would get discouraged
because they had no Bibles or evangelistic
materials to give to the Hindu people who
seemed so interested in their message.
A church in another country heard about Kaji’s
work. They decided to give a financial gift to help
Kaji and his church-planting team reach this
people group. The money gave a significant boost when the
team was able to buy the materials they needed. Kaji went on to
begin a church. That new church started three other churches in
nearby villages. Hindu people now know Jesus because a
church in another country gave.
“Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord
your God has blessed you.” (Deuteronomy 16:17)
3. Going on a short-term trip. Get to know your people group by
visiting their land. Organize a short-term mission trip for yourself
or a group of people to your adopted ethnic group. Short-term
trips may last anywhere from one week to one year. Begin by
talking with field workers (missionaries) who work within your
adopted people group. Ask them if there are any planned outreaches that you could join. If there are none, perhaps you
could arrange one. In certain cases, field workers cannot host
groups of foreigners as it can harm their long-term strategy.
However, there may be another location where your people
group migrates to or lives as refugees and where they are more
receptive to foreigners and to the gospel. There are numerous
4
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short-term ways to get involved like medicine, construction,
evangelism, teaching, prayer, etc.
While on a short-term outreach to the Zhuang people in China,
Maelee witnessed to an older man squatting in
front of his one-room home. The humble gentleman accepted Christ as his personal Savior that
day, and this young adult from a Christian church
in Hong Kong experienced the reality of God
using her among an unreached people group.
Months later this man wrote to Maelee and
invited her back to his village. When she
arrived, more than 70 members of his family
were respectfully waiting to hear the message that
had changed their grandfather’s life. All of them
accepted Christ. That man is now an elder in a
thriving church of more than 1,000 people and
trains young evangelists to go begin new churches. Chinese
people now know Jesus because Maelee went on a short-term
outreach.
“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into
his harvest field.” (Matthew 9:38)
4. Advocating. Share your vision and get others involved—your
pastor, your church, fellow students, friends, home fellowship
group, prayer group, etc. You could teach this “Impact Eternity”
seminar to inspire others to help the unreached peoples. Create
informative resources and prayer guides to inspire prayer. Raise
funds for evangelistic materials, Bible translation and other projects that are designed to reach your people group. Find out if
there is an “alliance” of Christians who have also committed to
seeing your adopted people group become reached and get
involved with them.
Trevor is a citizen of a small country in Central America. He
committed to advocate on behalf of a particular Muslim ethnic
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group in West Africa. He developed a brochure
and began to speak to others about this needy
African people. He got folks praying and giving. He
spoke to pastors and eventually convinced 15
churches in his country to adopt this same people group! Each church then began to advocate. They prayed, raised funds and called for
workers to go. Four years later, the first missionary team was sent from their country to
this West African ethnic group. Muslim peoples
now know Jesus because Trevor advocated on
their behalf.
“I looked for a man among them who would
build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of
the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.”
(Ezekiel 22:30)
See the end of this course for a “Leader’s Guide” that will help
you teach this “Impact Eternity” seminar to others. Also, in Appendix B, there is information about a free training course on
how to be an advocate.
5. Going as a career missionary. Perhaps you feel that God is
calling you to long-term service in full-time missions. Talk to
your pastor about this, and begin looking for career options
within your adopted ethnic group. Write to the missions agencies working among this people to ask what you would need to
do to join in the work there. Maybe you could even go on a personal trip and meet with them. There are many jobs that a missionary can do. You might do something like administration,
health care, childcare, media or even raise farm animals. Different jobs require different skills. For example, if you were directly
involved in discipleship and leader training, you would need a
good knowledge of the Bible. Find out what training is needed
and then make your plans.
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Daniel and Fatima, a young Brazilian couple, heard
about the unreached animistic tribes in the Amazon
Basin and decided to go and do something about it.
They prayed and consulted with their pastor and
missions agency. Then they decided to go tell the
Banawa tribe about Jesus. Many years passed
while they learned the tribe’s language and customs, and told them God’s Word. For nearly 10
years there was not a single Christian convert.
The couple decided that Fatima, who was having
complications with her pregnancy, should leave their
village to be closer to a hospital. While she was
away, she felt like the Lord gave her a word that
caused her to hurriedly make the difficult return trip to her
village. Upon her arrival, she told her husband (who was quite
surprised to see her return still pregnant) of this word of the
Lord telling her that something was about to happen among the
Banawa people. Fatima explained to Daniel, “After 10 years of
working here, I am not going to miss it!”
Within a week, nearly the entire village decided to become
followers of Christ. Animistic peoples now know Jesus because
Daniel and Fatima went as missionaries.
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, ‘Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’”
(Isaiah 6:8)
6. Help those who go as field workers
While a few people do actually move to work directly with the
unreached people, it takes many others back “home” to keep
them there. This creates many opportunities for involvement.
You can join their personal prayer or financial support team. You
could provide communications help by sending out the worker’s
personal newsletter or by loaning your computer skills.
Another opportunity is to encourage the field workers by sendI
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ing notes or gifts and
helping them with other
needs. In addition, when
they are back home you
could provide hospitality
and friendship.

HELLO !
HELLO !

The workers who go
and those who help
them are on the very
same team. They work together to reach the lost and see new
churches started where there are none. Whether you go or
send, the options are endless and God will use you in the areas
for which He has uniquely gifted you.
For more than 20 years, Vernon has written
letters to encourage Christian missionary
workers. He sends ordinary news, photos
and church bulletins.
When missionaries
are home in his area
he calls, takes them
out to dinner and
finds out if they have
any needs that he can help
them meet. He has investigated shipping options and even given away valuable tools from
his own workshop. His love and kindness keep missionary workers going. Unreached people now know Jesus because Vernon
helps field workers to continue working.
“... The share of the man who stayed with the supplies is to be
the same as that of him who went down to the battle. ...” (I
Samuel 30:24) “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will
be saved.’ How, then, can they call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they
have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
4
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preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are
sent? ...” (Romans 10:13-15)

D. Your Inheritance and Jesus’ Return
“Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the
ends of the earth your possession.” (Psalm 2:8)
Action Point: Dare to dream about your involvement in world
missions. Spend time before the Lord, asking Him to share with
you His heart for your people group. Be committed to action.
You can be empowered by the Holy Spirit to impact this people
group for eternity. Write down what He shows you to do.
Setting some personal goals will help you to take action. Think
of something that you can do now. Start with some personal
goals in the areas of praying, studying, giving, advocating or
even going. Consider the following statements to give you some
ideas and then write your own action plan.
Action Plan ideas:
• I will select a particular unreached people that I can commit to.
• I will either go to the library or search on the Internet to learn
more about this people group.
• I will register my commitment with the Adopt-A-People
Clearinghouse and notify any existing alliance of my interest.
• I will pray for ___ minutes per day for unreached peoples.
• I will give ___ of my income to world missions every month.
• I will teach the “Impact Eternity” seminar materials to another
group this year.
• I will find a missionary working among my people group and
send them a card.
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Jesus left earth and entrusted us with the work of preaching the
good news to all the peoples of the earth. It is His desire for “all
men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1
Timothy 2:4). When God’s purposes are fulfilled among every
ethnic people group, Jesus will gloriously return to earth. And
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world
for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.
(Matthew 24:14)
Those who love Christ will obey His command to share the
good news while eagerly expecting His return.
Pray: Dear Jesus, thank You for dying for the sins of the whole
world—every culture and people group. I commit my life to You
and to Your plan for the nations. Give me a special love for an
unreached people group where I can become more involved
personally. I am willing to pray, give, go and share with others
as You lead me. Help me to use my life to make an eternal
impact. Amen.
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Teaching and Leading an
“Impact Eternity” Seminar
This is a guide to help and encourage you to teach the material
in this seminar to others. You may use the seminar outline provided in the following pages or develop your own. There are four
different modules in this seminar. They can be taught as individual classes, as a series of messages or as a five-hour seminar.
You may make copies of these materials and distribute them as
you wish.
Seminar Objectives:
The overall purpose of this seminar is to reveal God’s heart for
all peoples on earth to have the opportunity to know Him. It also
is to stir the seminar participants toward commitment and
involvement with Him in this plan.
Module 1: God’s Eternal Plan
Objective: That each seminar participant knows God’s eternal
plan, is willing to obey God and decides to use his or her Godgiven gifts to accomplish His purposes.
Module 2: Last Words
Objective: That each seminar participant knows the current
state of world evangelization, understands who the unreached
peoples are and is a Christian committed to God’s purposes.
Module 3: Sheep Island Strategy
Objective: That each seminar participant knows how to adopt an
unreached people group, is committed to adopt and begins to
select an unreached people to adopt.
Module 4: The Kingdom of Light
Objective: That each seminar participant knows various options
of involvement, is challenged to get involved and acts on a suitable option that will make a difference among a particular
unreached people group.
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A Seminar Outline:
First hour—God’s Eternal Plan (Part One):
1. Welcome and seminar introduction (10 minutes)
2. Opening activity (5 minutes): Genesis 12:1-4 puzzle
3. Teaching (20 minutes): The plan revealed to Abram, the command and blessings of God
4. Activity (20 minutes): Count your blessings
5. Closing and prayer (5 minutes): Thank God for our blessings
Second hour—God’s Eternal Plan (Part Two):
1. Teaching (10 minutes): Review and emphasize the purpose
of blessing
2. Opening activity (10 minutes): “The Golden Thread Through
the Bible”
3. Small group discussion (10 minutes): Obedience—the
motives, hindrances and benefits
4. Reflection (5 minutes): Do I bless?
5. Drama (20 minutes): Small group dramas on the theme,
“Blessed to Bless”
6. Closing challenge and prayer (5 minutes)
Third hour—Last Words:
1. Opening challenge (10 minutes): Your Last Words
2. Demonstration (35 minutes): “Where we are today in reaching the lost”
3. Teaching/Challenge (5 minutes)
4. Prayer and commitment (10 minutes): Pledge cards
Fourth hour—Sheep Island Strategy:
1. Opening activity (10 minutes): Tribal, Muslim, Hindu,
Buddhist and Chinese
2. Story (10 minutes): Read “Sheep Island”
3. Activity (10 minutes): Geographic information and “Where in
the World” quiz
4. Teaching (15 minutes): Selecting an Unreached People
Group
5

2

I

m

p

a

c

t

E

t

e

r

n

i

t

y

5. Pray and fill out forms (10 minutes)
6. Closing challenge (5 minutes)
Fifth hour–The Kingdom of Light:
1. Opening story (5 minutes): Read “The Kingdom of Light”
2. Small group discussion (10 minutes): Gifts: What I can do
3. Activity and teaching (10 minutes): “Acts 1:8” puzzle
4. Small group activity (5 minutes): Biblical people and their
obstacles
5. Stories (15 minutes): Ordinary people making a difference
for an unreached people
6. Challenge and activity (5 minutes): Dare to dream and make
a plan
7. Closing prayer (5 minutes)
Module 1: God's Eternal Plan: (Part One)
Objective: That each seminar participant knows God’s eternal
plan, is willing to obey God and decides to use his or her Godgiven gifts to accomplish His purposes.
-----------------------------------------------------Outline for first hour:
1. Welcome and seminar introduction (10 minutes)
2. Opening activity (5 minutes): Genesis 12:1-4 puzzle
3. Teaching (20 minutes): The plan revealed to Abram, the command and blessings of God
4. Activity (20 minutes): Count your blessings
5. Closing and prayer (5 minutes): Thanks for our blessings
-----------------------------------------------------Before the meeting:
1. Read through the lesson carefully and pray that God will
lead you and guide you.
2. Write out Genesis 12:1-4 and the four questions (from page
2) across a piece of paper and make enough copies for each
small group of seminar participants to have one. Each copy can
be glued to stiff cardboard (or not). Cut up the page into pieces
and place these pieces into an envelope. Do this for each copy,
placing it into separate envelopes. (Another idea for this same
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exercise is to write the Scripture and the four questions in big
letters across the face of a world map, and then cut the map up
into pieces.)

3. Study pages 1-6 and make your own teaching notes.
4. Gather enough drawing paper and crayons for each seminar
participant to use.
5. Make a copy of each handout for each seminar participant.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Teaching guide for first hour:
1. Welcome and seminar introduction (10 minutes)
Begin your seminar by welcoming everyone. If it is a small
group, have participants introduce themselves. If it is a large
group, you might use nametags. Start with saying something
like what is written on the “Introduction” page in the opening of
this course, then have a prayer like that on the Introduction
page, and then you might say something like the opening paragraph on page 1.
2. Opening activity (5 minutes): Genesis 12:1-4 puzzle
Divide the participants into groups of four, and then give each
group one of the envelopes with puzzle pieces of Genesis 12:14 that you made up ahead of time. Ask them to put the puzzle
5
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together as a group and to answer the questions that they find.
3. Teaching (20 minutes): The plan revealed to Abram, the command and blessings of God. Give a teaching overview of pages
1-6.
4. Activity (20 minutes): Count your Blessings
Hand out drawing paper and crayons to each participant. Ask
each person to take 10 minutes to draw pictures, write a poem
or song, or list blessings that God has already given to them.
After 10 minutes, ask for volunteers who would like to share
their work.
5. Closing and prayer (5 minutes): Thanks for our blessings.
Module 1: God's Eternal Plan (Part Two)
Outline for second hour:
1. Teaching (10 minutes): Review and emphasize the purpose
of blessing
2. Opening activity (10 minutes): “The Golden Thread Through
the Bible”
3. Small group discussion (10 minutes): Obedience—the
motives, hindrances and benefits
4. Reflection (5 minutes): Do I bless?
5. Drama (20 minutes): Small group dramas on the theme,
“Blessed to Bless”
6. Closing challenge and prayer (5 minutes)
-----------------------------------------------------Before the meeting:
1. Read through the lesson carefully and pray that God will
lead you and guide you.
2. Study pages 5-6, and prepare your teaching notes. You could
make an overhead or a poster of the “Sea of Galilee/Dead Sea”
drawing from page 7 to use in class as a visual aid.
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Action point: Pray and ask
God to reveal His purposes to you. Next, write out
the following Scriptures:
Psalm 67:2, 7
Isaiah 49:6
Daniel 7:14
Romans 1:5
Romans 16:25-27
I John 2:1-2
Revelations 5:9

Look at this diagram of
the Holy Land. The
Sea of Galilee, at the
top, is teeming with
life that supports the
entire region and
beyond with food.
Now look at the
Dead Sea at the
bottom. It is much
larger, yet it produces no fish.
What is the
major difference
between
them?

God’s desire to bless all
the nations of the world is
certainly not a minor part
of His Word. When God
repeats something, it’s
Answer: The Sea of Galilee
receives water from various
important! Consider that there are
sources as does the Dead Sea,
hundreds of Scriptures from nearly
yet the Sea of Galilee gives away
every book in the Bible referring to
much of its water via the Jordan
River. The Dead Sea tries to
His heart for all nations to know
keep all the water it receives and
Him! It is actually a very consistent
gets bigger–yet it is dead.
theme throughout His word. There
are a variety of terms you can investigate: “all nations” (or
“every nation”), “all peoples” (or “every people”), “all mankind,”
“all creation,” “all the ends of the earth,” “every creature,” “every
knee,” “every tongue,” “every tribe,” “every language,” “all of the
Gentiles,” “the whole world.” See Appendix A: “All Nations”
Verse List.
Pray: Lord, I ask You to give me a heart for all the different peoples of the world, especially where You are yet unknown.
Expand my vision. Bless me abundantly so that I might be a
blessing to those who do not know Jesus. Guard my heart
against the evil of greed. Help me to please You in all that I do.
I want to be found faithful. Amen.
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3. “The Golden Thread Through the Bible.” Prepare Scripture
cards and hang them on a string.

Materials needed: string, index cards or heavy paper, glue,
tape, photocopy of Appendix A—Bible Verse list. Cut up the
photocopy into separate verses, and then glue each verse to a
card. Do this with as many verses as you’d like to use, but pick
ones from different books of the Bible to emphasize that this is
a repeated theme. Using tape, attach the cards along the length
of the string in biblical order. (Another idea for this same exercise is to use a string of plastic flags with the Scripture written
on the flags or to decorate your Scripture cards with pictures of
different peoples. If you have time during your meeting, you
5
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could just give out the materials and the Scripture references
and allow the class to make the thread themselves. They can
look up the verses, write them out and attach them.)
4. Make a copy of page 7 (on obedience to God) for each seminar participant.
E. Obedience to God
“So Abram left, as the Lord had told him. ...”
Abram had a choice to obey God or not. When God told him to
“leave,” Abram did so. Through all situations, God is working to
lead men toward His eternal purposes. However, man has free
will and can choose to obey God or not.

s

Activity: Think about the following questions and write in three
answers for each.
bst a c l e
O

2. What things might keep
us from obeying?
1
2
3
Benefits

?

? ???

??

?

1. Why should we
obey God and bless
the nations?
1

3. What are the personal
benefits of obeying?
1

2

2
3

3
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Second hour teaching guide:
1. Teaching (10 minutes): Review and emphasize the purpose
of blessing.
You might begin by asking the participants: What did God command Abram to do? What were the blessings promised to
Abram? What does Genesis 12 say was the purpose of the
blessings? (The purpose was that through him all nations of the
earth would be blessed.)
You could now go over the diagram of the Sea of Galilee and
the Dead Sea to emphasize that those who pass on the blessings are full of life and those who don’t can die spiritually.
2. Opening activity (10 minutes): “The Golden Thread Through
the Bible” activity begins by having two students hold each of
the ends of the string and stretch it out across the meeting
room. Ask participants to gather around the string. Tell them that
you want those who can to read out the verse nearest to them
(or several verses, depending on how many people are particiI
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pating), AND that you want them to listen for this consistent
theme of “ALL nations” throughout the Bible. Have them read
out the verses starting in Genesis and ending in Revelation.
When they have finished reading, emphasize to them that there
are many, many verses from nearly every book in the Bible, that
tell of God’s heart for ALL nations to know Him.
3. Small group discussion (10 minutes): Obedience—the
motives, hindrances and benefits.
Have the participants sit in groups of four. Give each group the
“Obedience to God” handout and give them five minutes to discuss and answer the questions. After five minutes, ask them the
first question and have them call out some answers. (You might
write these out on a chalkboard, a large piece of paper or overhead transparency, if available.) Continue with the second and
third questions.
4. Reflection (5 minutes): Do I bless?
Ask the participants to take out their paper where they drew pictures, wrote a poem or song, or listed the blessings that God
has given to them. Ask them to study their blessings and think
of whether or not they are reflecting God’s nature by blessing
others with what they have been given. Have them spend a few
minutes praying to ask God to help them to bless others.
5. Drama (20 minutes): Small group dramas on the theme,
“Blessed to Bless.”
Divide your class into groups of at least four people, yet into no
more than four groups total. Each group has 10 minutes to prepare a skit (drama) that demonstrates the concept of blessed to
be a blessing. After 10 minutes of preparation and practice,
have each group present its drama while the others watch.
6. Closing challenge and prayer (5 minutes)
(If there is wall space available, consider taping up the participants’ drawings, poems, songs, lists, etc., of their blessings.)
5
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Module 2: Last Words
Objective: That each seminar participant knows the current
state of world evangelization, understands who the unreached
peoples are and is a Christian committed to God’s purposes.
----------------------------------------Third hour (or third meeting) outline:
1. Opening challenge (10 minutes): Your Last Words
2. Demonstration (35 minutes): “Where we are today in reaching the lost”
3. Teaching/Challenge (5 minutes)
4. Prayer and commitment (10 minutes): Pledge cards
---------------------------------------Before the meeting:
1. Read through the lesson carefully and pray that God will
lead you and guide you.
2. Be prepared to begin the meeting by saying or reading the
opening section of this module (pages 10-11).
3. Understand the state of the world demonstration.
4. Have your challenge prepared to follow after the demonstration.
5. Check your meeting room ahead of class time to make sure
that there is enough space cleared to have people participate in
the “Where We Are Today” demonstration. One side of the room
will be for the “gospel access world” (the side with more space
available) and the other side, as far away as possible, can be
the “no gospel access world.” Place two chairs on the “no
gospel access” side of the room.
6. You can create signs to go along with this demonstration if
you think it would help the class to understand better. The signs
could say, “GOSPEL ACCESS” and “NO GOSPEL ACCESS”;
“14,000 People Groups” and “10,000 People Groups”; “98%”
and “2%.” Although it is not essential, you could have three hats
or costumes for those who will represent the “unreached peoples.”
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Gospel
Access

No
Gospel
Access

7. Make enough pledge cards (like the model on page 20) to
have one for every participant. You may make these cards as
simple or as decorative as you want.
---------------------------------------Teaching guidelines for third hour:
1. Opening challenge (10 minutes): Your Last Words
Say or read the opening section of Module 2 (pages 10-11).
Pause after the first paragraph and give the participants a
chance to think before continuing. End this part by stating, “It
has been nearly 2,000 years since Jesus commanded us to GO
into the entire world and take His good news to all ethnic
groups. Have we done this? Where are we today in completing
the Great Commission?”
2. Demonstration (35 minutes): “Where We Are Today in
Reaching the Lost.”
a. Begin this demonstration by telling the group that we are
going to see where we stand today in completing the Great
Commission. In the course of the demonstration, 10 people will
represent the entire population of the world.
b. Ask one person to come and stand. Explain that one out of
every 10 people on earth is a “committed Christian.” We can
count on these people to take seriously the last words of Jesus.
c. Ask two people to come and sit in two chairs right next to the
6

0

I

m

p

a

c

t

E

t

e

r

n

i

t

y

“committed Christian.” Two people out of 10 on earth also call
themselves Christians, but they might be considered “nominal
Christians.” They probably go to church sometimes, but we cannot look to them to obey Jesus’ last words. They need revival.
d. Ask another four people to come up and stand behind the
others. Four out of every 10 people are NOT Christians, but
they DO live close to these Christians. There IS a church nearby
if they want to go. There IS a Bible in their language. They need
evangelization.
e. Ask another three people to go to the far side of the room
from the group of seven that is standing. Explain that three out
of every 10 people in the world are NOT Christians, AND they
do NOT have a church or other Christians living near to them.
Most of these people are Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists or are
from tribal religions. (At this point, if you have three costumes or
hats you can put them on these volunteers.)
f. Point out that the seven represent the “gospel access world,”
where the church exists, and it’s relatively easy to become a
Christian. (You can give them the “GOSPEL ACCESS” sign if
you made one.) Make it clear that the other group of three live
in the “no gospel access world,” where there is no one to tell
them about Jesus. (Give these people the “NO GOSPEL
ACCESS” sign to hold up.)
g. Point out there are thousands of different ethnic people
groups on earth. Many of these people groups still have not
heard the good news.
h. Ask your students how many non-Christians would every
committed Christian (point to the person representing the committed Christian) have to share the gospel with in order to evangelize the entire world? (The answer is seven: the four nonChristians who live near them and the three among the
unreached peoples.)
i. Point out that while it is easy to share with the non-Christians
who live nearby, it can be difficult to evangelize the unreached
peoples. There are many barriers that lie between the reached
and unreached worlds. Ask why it is that in these modern times,
30 percent of the world does not know who Jesus Christ is. (Let
I

m

p

a

c

t

E

t

e

r

n

i

t

y

6

1

them guess some reasons. Some barriers: geographically
remote, unique languages, no Scriptures, no evangelistic materials, lack of religious freedom, governmental prohibition, suspicion, Christian disinterest, lack of prayer, lack of giving, lack of
Christian workers.)
j. Now have nine or 10 people come up and stand closely to the
people with gospel access. Explain to your audience that while
the greatest need is for Christian missionary workers to cross
these barriers and go to the people who have little chance to
hear the gospel, 98 percent of all missionaries go to the people
who do have that chance. Have one person (perhaps a child) go
and stand with the people without gospel access, and explain
that only 2 percent of the current missionaries are working in
their part of of the world. Now explain that of all the money
given for missions, only 2 percent goes to the work among the
people without gospel access, and that 98 percent of all missions funds goes to where strong churches already exist.
k. End this demonstration by asking if something looks a little
out of balance. What is wrong with this situation? Is it fair that
we hear the gospel over and over while billions of people have
never heard it even once?
l. Thank all the participants and have them sit down.
3. Challenge (5 minutes)
Ask what their response will be to this situation. You can challenge them to “stand in the gap” (from page 18).
4. Prayer and commitment (10 minutes):
Have a time of prayer for
the unreached peoples.
Then hand out the commitment cards (made like
the one on page 20), tell
them that each person
should read this card and
sign it if they are able to make that commitment. You might
6
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close this session by having them repeat a prayer after you, like
the one written on page 20.
5. Thank them for their participation and encourage them to
attend the next meeting.
Module 3: Sheep Island Strategy
Objective: That each seminar participant knows how to adopt an
unreached people group, is committed to adopt and begins to
select an unreached people to adopt.
---------------------------------------Outline for fourth hour:
1. Opening activity (10 minutes): Tribal, Muslim, Hindu,
Buddhist and Chinese
2. Story (10 minutes): Read “Sheep Island”
3. Activity (10 minutes): Geographic information and “Where in
the World” quiz
4. Teaching (15 minutes): Selecting an Unreached People
Group
5. Pray and fill out forms (10 minutes)
6. Closing challenge (5 minutes)
---------------------------------------Before the meeting:
1. Read through the lesson carefully, and pray that God will
lead you and guide you.
2. Make a mask to represent each of the religious blocks (five
different masks) that a seminar participant can hold up as he or
she reads the story about that people. (Pages 25-28 have five
faces that you can enlarge on a copy machine, cut out and glue
onto a piece of cardboard.) Next, copy the personal stories (the
paragraphs that
begin with “Hello,
my name is…”)
from pages 25-28.
Cut and glue each
story onto the
back of the corresponding mask.
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You might also glue a
stick to the mask to be
used as a handle. (If
you have appropriate
costumes for each religious block, you could
use these instead of
the masks.)
3. Pick one person to represent each of the five religious
blocks, and give them each one of the stories to read for the
class. (This may be done just prior to the meeting.)
4. Make a copy of pages 29-31 for each person.
5. Study pages 32 and 33 on deciding which people group to
commit to adopting. Prepare your notes for teaching this. Think
through the various categories and how they might apply to
your nation.
6. Make a copy of the form on page 36
for each participant. Address and stamp a
large envelope in which to mail the forms
you have collected from your seminar
participants.
7. Review page 36 and prepare a challenge to your students to get involved.
Make copies for each student on how to
get further help selecting an unreached
people group (Appendix B). (If you are
personally promoting certain unreached
people groups, you may prepare handouts about them to distribute also.)
Your Name _______________
________________________
Address_________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
E-mail __________________
_______________________

Phone___________________
________________________

To Receive “Adoption Options” for
Unreached People Groups, please
check the blocks listed below in
which you have an interest. Mail this
coupon to the address at right ( or
notify us by e-mail and we will send
you some selection ideas). Please
remember to include your own contact information (name, church
name, address, phone, e-mail, etc.).

Name of the chuch you attend
________________________
________________________
________________________
MAIL THIS
INFORMATION TO:
Joshua Project II
P.O. Box 64080
Colorado Springs,
CO 80962
USA

World Religions of interest:

E-mail:
info@joshuaproject.net
Telephone:
(719) 886-4000
Fax: (719) 886-4002

!Islam
!Hinduism
!Chinese
!Buddhism
!Animism (Tribal)
!Other Religions

Geographical Areas of interest:

!Middle East & North Africa
!Sub-Sahara Africa
!Americas
!Asia and Pacific
!Eurasia
!Europe

3
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Teaching guidelines for fourth hour:
1. Opening activity (10 minutes): Tribal, Muslim, Hindu,
Buddhist and Chinese introductions.
Open the meeting by saying that you would like to introduce
some of the unreached peoples to the class. Invite your readers
to come forward (with their masks or costumes) and each read
his or her story. After a person reads his or her introduction, you
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can then read the corresponding paragraph (from pages 25-28)
about their religion. For example, have the Hindu woman,
Poona, introduce herself and then you read out loud the paragraph on Hinduism from page 26. When they are all finished,
thank your readers and have them sit down. (To keep a visual
reminder in front of your group for the remainder of the session,
you could have five different containers filled with rocks or sand.
Place a mask in each container by inserting the attached stick
into the sand or rocks after this activity is over.)
2. Story (10 minutes): Read “Sheep Island.”
Afterward, point out that there are still nearly 10,000 of these
unreached flocks that do not know there is a bridge—Jesus
Christ. Explain that there is a global strategy for Christians and
Christian groups to commit to one of these unreached people
groups; that strategy is called “Adopt-A-People.” Tell them that
you would like every participant to consider “adopting” one
unreached flock—to join in with other Christians committed to
the same people group and to cooperate toward
seeing the good news brought to them and new
churches begun.
3. Activity and share time (10 minutes): “Where in the World?” quiz.
Hand out a copy of the geographic information (pages 29-30) and the “Where in the
World?” quiz (page 31) to each person. Tell
them that you are hoping that everyone will
learn a few new things and that perhaps one
of these regions will be where they “adopt” a
people group. Give them five minutes to read
the handouts and work through the quiz.
After five minutes, read out loud the quiz
questions from page 31 and call for the answer. (Correct any
mistakes.) Now, ask them to share if there is a particular area
of the world that is most interesting to them and tell why.
4. Teaching (15 minutes): Selection
Activity: Read the statements in each box and guess which
region of the world they are about. Write the name of the region
on the line in each box.

“Where in the World?”

______________
Home to most of
the unreached
people groups in
the world.

_____________
The majority of
people are
Christians, and yet
there are still some
small unreached
tribes.

_____________
More than 90 percent of the people
living here are
Muslims.

Eurasia

Europe

Middle East and
North Africa

Americas

Asia and
Pacific

Sub-Sahara
Africa

_____________
Many immigrants
from unreached
ethnic groups
arrive bringing their
own religions into
this continent of
declining
Christianity.
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_____________
Animistic and
Muslim tribes, who
still do not know
Jesus, are scattered across this
land.

____________
A communist revolution attempted to
wipe out all religions in this vast
land.
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Go over several of the factors that could help in selecting a people group (from pages 32 and 33). Try to involve people in determining what some of these factors might be for them personally and culturally by asking questions and letting them respond.
5. Pray and fill out forms (10 minutes)
Hand out a copy of the selection form (from page 36) to every
participant. Tell them that you will now pray and that afterward
they can continue to pray and fill out their forms. Pray something like the prayer example on page 33. Allow enough time for
them to continue to pray and fill out their forms.
6. Close (5 minutes)
Challenge them to get involved (pages 34-35). Hand out copies
on how students can get further help selecting an un-reached
people group (Appendix B). Close with an invitation to come to
the last meeting.
Module 4: The Kingdom of Light
Objective: That each seminar participant knows various options
of involvement, is challenged to get involved and acts on a suitable option that will make a difference among a particular unreached people group.
-----------------------------------Outline for fifth hour:
1. Opening story (5 minutes): Read “The Kingdom of Light”
2. Small group discussion (10 minutes): Gifts: What I can do
3. Activity and teaching (10 minutes): “Acts 1:8” puzzle
4. Small group activity (5 minutes): Biblical people and their
obstacles
5. Stories (15 minutes): Ordinary people making a difference
for an unreached people
6. Challenge and activity (5 minutes): Dare to dream and make
a plan
7. Closing prayer (5 minutes)
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---------------------------------------Before the meeting:
1. Read through the lesson carefully and pray that God will
lead you and guide you.
2. Wrap up three medium-sized boxes to look like nice gifts.
Make three large labels—“TIME,” “TALENT” and “TREASURE”—and attach one to each gift.

Time

Treasure

Talent

3. Write Acts 1:8 on a piece of paper and make a copy for each
small group of seminar participants. Cut up each copy into
medium-size pieces and put each set of pieces in an envelope.
4. Study and prepare to teach section A (on pages 39, 40 and
41). Be able to explain the modern-day equivalents of
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the uttermost part of the earth
from Acts 1:8.
5. Make a copy of the section “Overcoming Obstacles” on
pages 41-42 for each small group of seminar participants.
6. Study pages 42-49 on the various options of involvement. Be
prepared to teach on how a person can get involved in reaching
an unreached people group. Read each of the stories from this
text so that you’ll be ready to read or tell them to your class (or
you can use other stories if you have better examples).
7. Reread pages 49 and 50.
8. If you would like to close with a song, find one that goes with
the theme of reaching the nations. (You could ask someone
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ahead of time to sing a solo, lead the class in a better-known
song or play a song from a cassette or CD.)
---------------------------------------Teaching guide for fifth hour:
1. Opening story (5 minutes): The Kingdom of Light
Tell or read the story, “The Kingdom of Light.”
2. Discussion (10 minutes): Gifts: What I can do
Show the three wrapped gifts that represent time, talent and
treasure. Ask your students to think about ways that they can
use these three gifts to expand the Kingdom of Light, especially
to the unreached ethnic groups that do not know Jesus Christ
or even have a church. Now pass the “gifts” around the room or
have volunteers come forward. As someone has an idea for one
of the gifts (either time, talent or treasure), they hold the appropriate gift in their hands and tell a specific way that this gift
might be used to expand the Kingdom of Light.
3. Activity and discussion (10 minutes): “Acts 1:8” puzzle

a. Divide the participants into small groups and give each group
an envelope with the verse pieces to put together. When they
have done this, have one person read the verse out loud.
6
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b. Ask them, “What is the greatest gift that our King, Jesus,
gave us to help with the task of preaching the gospel to all peoples?” (Wait for a response. The answer is the Holy Spirit and
His power.) Next ask two people to look up verses and read
them out loud. Have one read Matthew 28:20, and have the
other read Joshua 1:9.
c. Explain what Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the
earth could mean today (from page 40). Ask the participants
what people group would represent their “Jerusalem,” “Judea,”
“Samaria” and “ends of the earth.”
d. Challenge them to not forget the ends of the earth peoples—
the unreached who lack a Christian church where they can hear
about Jesus.
4. Small group activity (5 minutes): Biblical
people and their obstacles
Hand out one “Obstacles” worksheet to
each group and give them three minutes to
work on it, matching up the biblical person
with the obstacle that they had to overcome.
After three minutes, have them call out the
answers. Make the point that even these
biblical heroes were ordinary people who
had things to overcome so God could use
them in big ways. We all have obstacles to
overcome, but if we are willing, the Holy
Spirit will help us and enable us to do the task that God has
given to us.
Activity: Match each biblical character with an obstacle that God
helped him or her overcome.
1. Sarah (Gen. 18:12-14)__

a. Rejection by a leader

2. Jonah (Jonah 1:1-3) __

b. Fear of what others think

3. David (I Samuel 17:33) __

c. Reluctance to obey

4. John Mark (Acts 15:37, 38) __

d. Fear, self-preservation

5. Gideon (Judges 6:27) __

e. Disbelief

6. Elijah (I Kings 19:2-3a)__

f. Youth

God is not limited by our weaknesses. In fact, He can receive
more glory through our weakness than through our strength. As
human beings, we tend to take credit for the things that we accomplish through our strengths. But when we reach the end of
our abilities and come face to face with our weaknesses, then
we depend on God to show Himself mightily. In fact, it is often in
those very times, when we feel most foolish and weak, that God
will do His greatest work through us!
“I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”
(Philippians 4:13)

C. Make a Difference

God has made you uniquely, for a unique purpose. The time,
talent and treasures that you have can be directed in some way
to affect the unreached.

Decide now how you will personally be involved in seeing God’s
kingdom established in an unreached people group. Maybe you
have already chosen a people group that you believe God is
calling you to help reach. If not, focus on doing so (see Module
4
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5. Stories (15 minutes): Ordinary people can make a difference
among unreached peoples in the uttermost part of the earth.
a. Begin by telling your class that there are many different ways
that they can use their time, talents and treasures to help in the
cause of reaching an unreached people group.
b. Explain that they could do research and/or pray regularly for a
particular unreached people group. Tell or read the story about
Sunita (page 43). End by stating, “Buddhists now know Jesus
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because Cindy researched and prayed.” (At this point, if you still
have the mask that represents the Buddhist religious block, you
can place it on an altar or below a cross.)
c. Explain that they can give of their treasures to support work
among an unreached people group. Tell or read the story about
giving from pages 43 and 44. (You can place the Hindu mask
on the same altar or below the cross with the Buddhist one).
d. Explain that they can go as a short-term worker or form a
team to go with them to work among a particular unreached
people group. Tell or read the story about Maelee on page 45.
(Place Chinese mask with the others.)
e. Explain that anyone can be an advocate on behalf of a particular unreached ethnic people group. An advocate is someone
who commits to a specific unreached people group and gets
others involved. They research, pray and find out what needs to
happen to see churches begin in their ethnic group, and they
seek to get help from others. Tell or read the story about Trevor
on pages 45 and 46. (You could now move the Muslim mask to
the altar or cross.)
f. Explain that they can go as a long-term missionary worker to
an unreached people group. Tell or read the story of Daniel and
Fatima on page 47. (Place tribal/animist mask with the others.)
g. Explain that they could stay home and help those who go as
career workers to their unreached people group.
6. Challenge and activity (5 minutes): Dare to dream and make
a plan.
Challenge your class to take action and make a plan of some
things that they can do now. Quickly read to them from the list
of ideas (pages 49-50). Ask them to write down at least one
next step that they will do.
(If the drawings, poems, songs or list that the students made of
their blessings are still hanging on the wall—from Module 1, in
the first hour of this seminar—you might suggest that during the
closing song and prayer, the students may take theirs off the
wall. Then have them go to the altar or the cross and ask God
7
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to help them use their gifts to make a difference among an
unreached people group.)
7. Closing prayer (5 minutes)
Read Matthew 24:14 from the Bible. Ask your students, “When
the King returns, will He find you faithful?” (If you would like, you
might have an appropriate song and then close in prayer. You
might want to use a prayer like the one on page 50.) Thank
everyone for coming.
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Appendix A: “ALL NATIONS” Verse list
(New International Version)
A list of some of the many Scripture references to God's heart for all ethnic
groups - “all nations”, “all peoples”, “all mankind”, “all creation”, “all the ends
of the earth”, “every creature”, “every knee”, “every tongue”, “men of every
language”, “every tribe”, “every language”, “every nation”, “every people.”
Genesis 12:3 - “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 22:18 - “..and through your offspring all nations on earth will be
blessed, because you have obeyed me.”
Exodus 9:16 - “But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might
show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”
1 Kings 8:60 - “... so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the
LORD is God and that there is no other.”
1 Chronicles 16:24 - “Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous
deeds among all peoples.”
Psalm 33:8 - “Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the world
revere him.”
Psalm 67:7 - “God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him.”
Psalm 96:3 - “Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds
among all peoples.”
Isaiah 42:10 - “Sing to the Lord a new song, His praise from the ends of the
earth. ...”
Isaiah 45:22 - “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am
God, and there is no other.”
Isaiah 49:6 - “... I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may
bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.'”
Daniel 7:14 - “He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples,
nations and men of every language worshiped him. ...”
Zephaniah 2:11 - “... The nations on every shore will worship him, every one
in its own land.”
Haggai 2:7 - “'I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come,
and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD Almighty.”
Zechariah 9:10 - “His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to
the ends of the earth.”
Matthew 24:14 - “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”
Matthew 28:19 - “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ...”
Mark 13:10 - “And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.”
Mark 16:15 - “He said to them, 'Go into all the world and preach the good
news to all creation.'”
7
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Luke 3:6 - “And all mankind will see God's salvation.”
Luke 24:47 - “... and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
Acts 1:8 - “'But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.'”
Acts 13:47 - “For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 'I have made you
a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.'”
Romans 1:5 - “Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and
apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that
comes from faith.”
Galatians 3:8 - “The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by
faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: 'All nations will be
blessed through you.'”
Philippians 2:10, 11 - “that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
1 Timothy 2:3, 4 – “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all
men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
1 John 2:2 - “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but
also for the sins of the whole world.”
Revelation 5:9 - “And they sang a new song: 'You are worthy to take the
scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you
purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and
nation.'”
Revelation 7:9 - “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. ...”
Some additional Scripture references:
Genesis 18:18, Genesis 26:4, Genesis 28:14, Joshua 4:24, 1 Kings 8:43, 1
Chronicles 16:23, 2 Chronicles 6:33, Psalm 2:8, Psalm 22:27, Psalm 47:1,
Psalm 48:10, Psalm 64:9, Psalm 67:2, 3, Psalm 72:11, Psalm 72:17, Psalm
82:8, Psalm 86:9, Psalm 96:1, Psalm 97:6, Psalm 98:3, Psalm 102:15, Psalm
117:1, Psalm 145:21, Psalm 148:7 and 11, Isaiah 2:2, Isaiah 25:6, Isaiah
25:7, Isaiah 34:1, Isaiah 40:5, Isaiah 43:6, Isaiah 45:23, Isaiah 52:10, Isaiah
56:7, Isaiah 61:11, Isaiah 66:18, Isaiah 66:20,
Isaiah 66:23, Jeremiah 3:17, Jeremiah 33:9,
Ezekiel 39:21, Zephaniah 3:9, Zechariah
8:23, Malachi 3:12, Mark 11:17, Mark 13:27,
Luke 2:31 and 32, Acts 2:17, Acts 3:25, Acts
10:35, Romans 14:11, Romans 15:11,
Romans 16:26, 2 Peter 3:9, Revelation 12:5,
Revelation 14:6, Revelation 15:4
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Appendix B: Getting Additional Help
First, if you know which unreached people group you want to commit
to and have not already done so, please register your adoption commitment at this Web site:

http://www.JoshuaProject.net/registerform.html

or tell them of your commitment by mail, e-mail, telephone, or fax:
Joshua Project II, P.O. Box 64080, Colorado Springs, CO 80962 USA
E-mail: info@joshuaproject.net
Telephone: (719) 886-4000
Fax: (719) 886-4002
Secondly, don’t go it alone! Get help and partner with a mission
agency. The following sponsoring mission agencies are available to
link you and partner with you to reach specific unreached people
groups. (They have a free course available to help you advocate as
well—just ask!)
Adopt-A-People Office, Youth With A Mission (YWAM) International
Highfield Oval, Harpenden, Herts AL5 4BX, England
Phone: 44(1582)463 300
E-mail: ico@oval.com
Web: http://www.ywamfm.org
International addresses can be found at: http://www.ywam.org
JESUS Film Project, Campus Crusade for Christ International
Adopt-A-Language Office, P.O. Box 72007, San Clemente, CA 92674-2007
USA
Phone: 949-361-7575, Fax: 949-361-7579
E-mail: jfp@ccci.org
Web: http://www.jesusfilm.org/adopt/index.html
PeopleLink, International Mission Board, Southern Baptist
Convention
P.O. Box 6767, Richmond, VA 23230-0767, USA
Phone: 877-462-4721
E-mail:peoplelink@imb.org
Web: http://www.imb.org/core/we/pplink.htm
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Wycliffe Bible Translators
P.O. Box 628200, Orlando, FL 32862-8200 USA
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 or 407-852-3600, Fax: 407-852-3601
E-mail: info.usa@wycliffe.org
Web: http://www.wycliffe.org (go to the section called “get involved”)
International addresses can be found at: http://www.wycliffe.net

The following organizations can link you to general information on
unreached people groups via the computer Internet:
Bethany World Prayer Center:
http://www.bethany.com/profiles/home.html
CREATE International:
http://www.createinternational.com/ResearchLinks4.html
Joshua Project II:
http://www.joshuaproject.net/profilesoriginal.html
MisLinks, A Web-based Missions Directory:
http://www.mislinks.org
Network for Strategic Missions:
http://www.strategicnetwork.org
People Teams:
http://www.peopleteams.org/selection.htm
Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL); The Ethnologue:
http://www.ethnologue.com
World Evangelization Research Center:
http://www.gem-werc.org
Peoples Groups:
http://www.peoplegroups.org
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The following service organizations provide general helps on adopting unreached people groups:
Adopt-A-People Campaign, U.S. Center for World Mission:
http://www.adopt-a-people.com
Address: 1605 Elizabeth St.; Pasadena, CA 91104-2721 USA
Phone: (626) 398-2200 Fax: (626) 398-2206
E-mail: uscwmmob@aol.com
Adopt-A-People Clearinghouse:
http://www.adoptapeople.org
Address: P.O. Box 28000; Chicago, IL 60628 USA
Phone: 708-367-8513 Fax: 708-367-8613
E-mail: aapc@xc.org
ACMC—Cultivating a Mission-Active Church:
http://acmc.org
Address:4201 North Peachtree Rd., Suite 300, Atlanta, GA 30341-1207
USA
Phone: (770) 455-8808; Fax: (770) 455-4822
E-mail: atlanta@acma.org
Caleb Project:
http://www.calebproject.org
Address: 10 West Dry Creek Circle, Littleton, CO 80120 USA
Phone: 303-730-4170; Fax: 303-730-4177
E-mail: info@cproject.com
Network for Strategic Missions:
http://www.strategicnetwork.org
Address: 1732 South Park Court; Chesapeake, VA 23320 USA
Phone: 757-420-4500
E-mail: nsm@strategicnetwork.org
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